
CCA President Stephen Beal delivered the  following speech as part of the 
 101st annual Commencement ceremony on Saturday, May 10, 2008 at the  

Nob Hill Masonic Center in San Francisco.  

 

 As president I welcome you to the 101st annual Commencement of California College of the 

Arts. At the beginning of our ceremony, we traditionally take a moment to reflect on endings; to 

remember those members of our community who have passed away since we were last convened. 

We pause to speak their names and remember them because they are part of our family, part of 

our creative community. Our teachers, our colleagues, and our fellow students-artists who have 

changed the world and friends who have changed the lives of those around them. We remember 

them. Please join me in a moment of silence for . . . 

 

William Akers 
Casper Banjo 
Lee Bousian 
Gordon D. Cannon 
Tony G. Cantalini 
Vivian J. Chivers 
Wi lliam R. Danch 
Roy De Forest 
Daniela Diesel 
Stella M. Epperson 
John J. Eskri dge 
Matthew Kirby Gale 
Martha R. Gordon 
 

Lawrence Duane Hull 
Janice L. Huntoon 
Damon Kelly 
R. B. Kitaj 
Tobias Lee 
Stephen C. Lorente 
Mari on Mart in 
Mia R. McCauley 
Mart in Metal 
Harri et E. Middleton 
John Minasian 
Sunny S. Nishkian 
Beth Kathryn Parkinson 
 

Joel Patrocinio 
Catheri ne Polos 
Ernest Noel Posey 
Tom Reese 
John E. Richard 
David Robinson 
Joseph Romelfanger 
Dorothy P. Roos 
John A. Rusting 
Diana K. Vavra 
Lorenzo Villacorte 
Urban Wallace 
Paul Wonner 

 
 

* * * * * 

 

Even if you didn’t know those mentioned, you should know that you have a link to them. That 

link—your connection to the life of CCA—is publicly celebrated today. 

 



My father was an early riser who worked long hours his entire life.  Like many of his generation, a 

child of Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe, he believed that hard work could achieve 

change.  Perhaps because of that habit of work, he also celebrated moments of reflection and 

urged me, along with my brother and sister, to share and to honor reflective moments.  In that 

spirit of reflection, I want to offer a few brief remarks: 

 

The renowned American cultural anthropologist Margaret Mead once remarked, “Never doubt 

that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only 

thing that ever has.”  

 

We have come to expect that young people want to change the world.  

 

The question is: will they?   

  

The word change has been overused of late. But if you look back on your college experience, 

change is precisely what has transpired. What other word best describes what happened to the 

person you were the day you first stepped on campus and the artist, designer, architect, writer, 

creative thinker that you are today?  

 

I, too, went to art school. As I reflect on that experience, what was most important for me was 

that for the first time in my life I was surrounded by people who shared my enthusiasm—

everyone I encountered was as passionate about art as I was. During those often turbulent times 

of the late 60s and early 70s, art school emerged as the most valid choice for connecting with the 

world and being able to make an impact. I found myself changing and growing in ways I never 

imagined possible.  

  

Art school is stil l a great choice for those who are interested in finding creative solutions to the 

challenging problems we encounter today. Artists, architects, and designers have become leaders 

in a culture that relies more and more on technological innovation and creativity. In your practice 



you may already be grappling with important global issues, such as sustainability, social justice, 

and community empowerment.  

 

Art has the power to transform self, family, and community. No doubt you have experienced this 

in the studios and classrooms of CCA. Your professors, the extraordinary faculty of California 

College of the Arts, have worked tirelessly to help you develop your creative abilities as they 

pursue their own practices. As you make your way in the world, remember the inspirational work 

of the faculty at CCA. With perseverance and dedication, they continue our creative legacy. Make 

them proud and join me in thanking them, your teachers, for their efforts to transform—to 

change—the world around us.  

 

You, the class of 2008, have changed us, too.  CCA would be a very different place without you 

and the work you so passionately produced. A study by researchers from Princeton and the 

Mellon Foundation challenged the notion that a prestige degree unlocks doors and leads to 

higher earnings and other benchmarks of success. The study suggested that the motivation and 

drive of the student mattered more than the college. Your enthusiasm, your optimism, and your 

desire for success have made a mark on this institution.   

 

You, the class of 2008, are about to be launched into a world in which you will be expected to do 

more than ever. Your creativity has the capacity to have a direct impact on our society and 

culture. Propelled by a growing awareness of global issues and aided by new and unconventional 

media, you have an unprecedented opportunity to make a difference in the world. 

 

Our expectations of you are not insignificant—simply put, we expect you to change the world. 

 

Trustees, faculty, distinguished guests, staff, students, and particularly the distinguished 

class of 2008 and its family and friends, welcome to the 101st Commencement of 

California College of the Arts. We are here to celebrate your accomplishments and mark 

this happy transition in your lives and in the life of the college. Congratulations! 


